
TAILOR MADE JOURNEY
H�ghl�ghts of Rome Florence Ven�ce

INCLUDED WITH EVERY LUXURY TAILOR MADE JOURNEY

Engl�sh-Speak�ng Res�dent Tour D�rector® and Local Gu�des
Hand-Selected Bout�que Accommodat�ons
A�rport Meet and Greet w�th Pr�vate Transfers
Full Breakfast Da�ly; Select Lunches and D�nners
Internet Access
Entrance Fees, Taxes and All Gratu�t�es Except Res�dent Tour D�rector
Guaranteed Departures w�th Just Two Guests

 

DAY 1 Rome - Arr�val �n Rome w�th a Stunn�ng Introductory Tour
The c�ty of Rome w�ll take you on a journey �nto the past, celebrat�ng the ever-chang�ng
landscape of the Eternal C�ty, from Roman ru�ns to Rena�ssance des�gns. Your pr�vate
transfer w�ll meet you at F�um�c�no A�rport when you arr�ve �n Rome and accompany
you to the heart of the beaut�ful c�ty center, where you can relax �n the comfort of your
luxur�ous stay. The streets of Rome are full of locals and v�s�tors wander�ng the
cobbled streets and gaz�ng at the w�ndows of bout�que shops d�splay�ng elaborate
cloth�ng, shoes, and beachfront exh�b�ts.

As you step out of nearby restaurants, where tables and cha�rs s�t under shady
umbrellas, the smell of espresso w�ll d�sappear under the aromas of melted pecor�no
cheese. Eager to �ntroduce you to Rome's stunn�ng beaut�es, your gu�de w�ll welcome
you at the hotel, tak�ng �n the �ncred�ble features of the Trev� Founta�n, P�azza Navona
and the Pantheon. The Pantheon, the oldest complete bu�ld�ng �n Rome, r�ses above
the c�ty w�th a 142-foot-h�gh concrete dome.

The foundat�ons of the bu�ld�ng date back to the 2nd century AD, w�th a porch of 16
mass�ve gran�te columns w�th Cor�nth�an cap�tals. Once you enter the bu�ld�ng, your
gu�de w�ll prov�de cultural, h�stor�cal and arch�tectural deta�ls regard�ng the harmon�ous
amb�ance of the old Roman temple and Chr�st�an church. You w�ll also have the
opportun�ty to see tombs conta�n�ng the rema�ns of famous Romans, such as V�ttor�o
Emanuele II, the f�rst k�ng of the Un�ted Italy.
Accommodat�on
Meals: Breakfast

DAY 2 Rome – Explore the Anc�ent H�story and Cu�s�ne of Rome
When your gu�de meets you �n the hotel lobby, he w�ll reveal the secrets of Rome's
anc�ent wonders after breakfast. F�rst you w�ll go to see the Colosseum, where you w�ll
f�nd the �con of Rome, r�s�ng 187 feet h�gh above the surround�ng plaza. In �ts
d�lap�dated state, the amph�theater reta�ns a sense of char�sma stemm�ng from �ts
s�ze, sensat�onal h�story and fragments of or�g�nal rel�efs pa�nted on stucco. Your gu�de
w�ll take you �nto the structure where you can eas�ly �mag�ne the roar of the 50,000
spectators. You can also look �nto the hypogeum and v�ew the two-story labyr�nth that
once h�dden under the stage, cover�ng rooms where exot�c an�mals and glad�ator
tra�n�ng grounds were kept.

Your tour of Anc�ent Rome w�ll cont�nue as you wander through the Roman Forum
along the walkways once f�lled w�th senators, merchants, and rel�g�ous c�t�zens. You
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w�ll v�s�t one of the many temples �n the heart of the cap�tal's old rel�g�ous and c�v�c
center. The smell of old, dry stone w�ll come from the preserved columns.

In the even�ng, you w�ll meet a chef for a spec�al �ntroduct�on to Roman cu�s�ne as you
try to prepare a del�c�ous mult�-course meal. The k�tchen w�ll be f�lled w�th aromas of
pecor�no cheese, guanc�ale and pepper as you learn to choose from trad�t�onal pastas
such as cac�o e pepe and cake alla gr�c�a. Your lesson w�ll beg�n w�th a qu�ck outl�ne
on how to make the most commonly used noodles for a mouthwater�ng and hearty
meal �n Roman cu�s�ne.
Accommodat�on
Meals: Breakfast

DAY 3 Rome – D�scover the Remarkable Art�stry of the Vat�can C�ty
The extraord�nary arch�tecture of St. Peter's Bas�l�ca represents the grandeur and
prest�ge of the Vat�can and w�ll capt�vate you sp�r�tually and aesthet�cally dur�ng your
pr�vate tour. Your gu�de w�ll accompany you to the famous square, where you w�ll beg�n
your explorat�on of h�story and art f�ll�ng the galler�es below and around Vat�can C�ty.
Here you w�ll w�tness the dome of Sa�nt Peter's Bas�l�ca, wh�ch was des�gned by
M�chelangelo and �s 448 feet h�gh. Ins�de, there are h�nts of �ncense and myrrh, sp�ces
m�xed �n the a�r between the bronze throne around the apse and the papal tombs.
M�chelangelo's famous P�età stands to the r�ght of the nave and dep�cts a young Mary
embrac�ng Jesus after he was cruc�f�ed. It was carved from a s�ngle, �mmaculate slab
of marble.

The galler�es �ns�de the Vat�can Museum feature an array of anc�ent wonders from
across the Med�terranean, from papal coaches to Etruscan art�facts and from
Egypt�an h�eroglyphs to Rena�ssance pa�nt�ngs. The �ncarnat�on of art�st�c splendor
and rel�g�ous devot�on �n the Vat�can comes from the last gallery �n the museum: the
S�st�ne Chapel. You w�ll be mesmer�zed by the Genes�s dep�ct�ons v�s�ble through
M�chelangelo's eyes and the lum�nous colors spread across the ce�l�ng. In the heart of
the ce�l�ng you w�ll f�nd the famous pa�nt�ng dep�ct�ng the creat�on of Adam and Eve.
Accommodat�on
Meals: Breakfast

DAY 4 Tuscany – V�s�t Charm�ng Ass�s� en route to Tuscany’s Roll�ng
H�lls
In the morn�ng, the cafes surround�ng P�azza Navona's dazzl�ng founta�ns w�ll open
the�r doors, turn�ng the scents of fresh pastr�es f�lled w�th orange cream and r�ch
espresso �nto the a�r. Your pr�vate transfer w�ll meet you �n the hotel lobby and take you
outs�de of Rome, where you w�ll reach the charm�ng c�ty of Ass�s�. Rocca Magg�ore's
castle crowns the c�tyscape along the mounta�n's upper r�dges and glows w�th subtle
p�nk hues.

The fragrance of ol�ves w�ll flow through the lanes and w�nd up and down the h�lls�de to
the gates of the �mpress�ve Bas�l�ca d� San Francesco, close to the c�ty's base. The
structure was bu�lt on the sa�nt's tomb �n the early 13th century and rema�ns an
�mportant p�lgr�mage s�te for Italy and the world. You can explore two levels, an old and
a new church, where you can f�nd works by famous art�sts such as G�otto and
C�mabue. You w�ll cont�nue the charm of Tuscany at your preferred pace, enjoy�ng the
�con�c, roll�ng green h�lls and cypress trees that shape the prec�ous landscape.
Accommodat�on
Meals: Breakfast

DAY 5 Tuscany – Enjoy the Flavors of Tuscany w�th a W�ne and Food
Tour
Sunl�ght w�ll surpass Tuscany's emerald h�lls �n the morn�ng, reveal�ng the grandeur of
the lesson and the enchant�ng amb�ence of med�eval towns crown�ng the scattered
h�lls. Your morn�ng w�ll beg�n �n the town of Sorano, a capsule protected by Etruscan
c�v�l�zat�on and ref�ned w�th Rena�ssance arch�tecture. The open a�r museum r�ses
from the surround�ng trees as �f carved from the natural stone of the protrud�ng cl�ffs
w�th ol�ve groves and wheat f�elds �n the famous landscape. Seven are all located
below the majest�c 14th century Kalma Ors�n� fortress.

You'll not�ce dep�ct�ons of bears adorn�ng the entrance arch, open�ng to the castle and
reflect�ng the emblems of the nob�l�ty from the reg�on. You w�ll follow your gu�de through
the qu�rky v�llage to establ�sh da�ry �deas on the farm and cul�nary trad�t�ons of the
locals us�ng the product. You w�ll have a taste of the famous Prosc�utto Toscano �n
Sorano. It should be made from local sp�ce m�x to taste �ts del�c�ous taste and
exqu�s�te aroma.

You w�ll cont�nue to Montalc�no, spec�f�cally Brunello d� Montalc�no, a med�eval h�ll town
famous for �ts sensat�onal�sm. Narrow w�nd�ng streets lead to bustl�ng squares and
p�cturesque v�ews of the v�neyards that span the valley. Un�que bu�ld�ngs and
preserved c�ty walls approx�mate the char�smat�c charm as you beg�n your w�ne
tast�ng tour �n a local cellar. Your gu�de w�ll prov�de explanat�ons about w�nemak�ng,
m�crocl�mates, and grape types used to understand the var�ety of w�nes celebrated �n
the area. Your tour w�ll conclude w�th a taste of a Brunello d� Montalc�no aged �n oak

            



barrels. You w�ll f�nd aromas of dr�ed thyme, aged balsam�c, f�gs, espresso and
leather, sweet tobacco and cherry on your palate.
Accommodat�on
Meals: Breakfast

DAY 6 Florence – Del�ght �n the C�ty of S�ena and Beauty of Florence
The c�ty of S�ena stands on the class�cal h�lls of Tuscany and once fought for
supremacy over the reg�on's current cap�tal, even surpass�ng Florence w�th art�st�c and
arch�tectural grandeur. In the morn�ng, your pr�vate transfer w�ll escort you to the c�ty for
a half-day tour along the cobbled lanes h�dden w�th�n the preserved med�eval walls that
protect th�s c�ty center. The aroma of sweet gelato w�ll spread from the var�ous �ce
creams scattered across the streets wh�le blend�ng w�th the scent of fresh cappucc�no.

You w�ll take you from P�azza del Campo to the �ncred�ble Cathedral of Santa Mar�a
Assunta and take a remarkable tour of the c�ty's h�ghl�ghts. Goth�c arch�tecture
alternates w�th dark and l�ght marble str�ps, w�th a large rose w�ndow prov�d�ng
except�onal l�ght to the �nter�or. The nave conta�ns 56 mosa�c floor panels crafted
between the 14th and 16th centur�es. These dep�ct reg�onal folklore and b�bl�cal
stor�es set beneath the sta�ned glass, frescoes, and ornaments glow�ng w�th gold and
s�lver.

Upon arr�val �n the magn�f�cent c�ty of Florence, you w�ll settle �n your luxur�ous
accommodat�on �n the heart of the c�ty center before enjoy�ng an arch�tectural entrance
tour that w�ll focus on �llum�nat�ng the splendor of the famous Duomo. The dome of
Santa Mar�a del F�ore Cathedral rema�ns the world's largest unfort�f�ed br�ck dome,
stand�ng 376 feet h�gh. The �nter�or has a fam�l�ar sp�ce aroma as you walk along the
long nave to stand under the octagonal ra�l�ng that glows w�th 88 rel�efs.
Accommodat�on
Meals: Breakfast

DAY 7 Florence – Traverse Rena�ssance Art, Culture, and H�story �n
Florence
The capt�vat�ng aromas of freshly fr�ed bombolon� w�ll dr�ft out of the past�ccer�e �n the
morn�ng. You w�ll meet your gu�de �n the hotel lobby before stepp�ng �nto the c�ty for a
full day’s tour of the wonderful art for wh�ch the c�ty �s known. You w�ll beg�n w�th the
fasc�nat�ng Uff�z� Gallery. The grand museum was or�g�nally bu�lt as the mag�strate’s
off�ce �n the 16th century but now encompasses nearly 140,000 square feet and
d�splays works of art from the 13th to the 18th centur�es. You w�ll follow your gu�de for
an �ns�ghtful �ntroduct�on �nto the famous and overlooked works of Tuscany, wh�ch
�nclude f�nd�ng the famous Portra�ts of the Duke and Duchess of Urb�no by P�ero della
Francesca. The works became un�que �n the�r human�st�c representat�on of the couple.

You w�ll cont�nue your d�scovery of Florence’s art�st�c majesty at the Accadem�a
Gallery, wh�ch �s home to the spectacular statue of M�chelangelo’s Dav�d. As you walk
down the hall, wh�ch leads to the structure that �s synonymous w�th Florence, you w�ll
also f�nd a collect�on of unf�n�shed sculptures by the master art�st, wh�ch resemble men
that are stuck halfway through the�r emergence from the marble slabs that encase
them. The carv�ngs were meant to decorate a papal tomb �n Rome. Stand�ng beneath
the statue of Dav�d, �t reveals �ts magn�tude at 17 feet tall. Its deta�l w�th the muscles
makes �t look as �f Dav�d could step �nto l�fe from the platform at any moment.
Accommodat�on
Meals:

DAY 8 Ven�ce – Transfer to Ven�ce for an In-Depth Tour of the Republ�c
Before meet�ng your pr�vate transfer at Venez�a Santa Luc�a Stat�on, you w�ll travel by
h�gh- Before meet�ng your pr�vate transfer at Venez�a Santa Luc�a Stat�on, you w�ll
travel by h�gh-speed tra�n from Florence to Ven�ce �n the morn�ng and enjoy f�rst-class
luxury. Travel along the Grand Canal and through the narrow, w�nd�ng lanes of the
atmospher�c c�ty sprout�ng from �ts lagoon to reach your magn�f�cent accommodat�on.
The turmo�l from the R�alto Market w�ll calm down as you enter the luxur�ous
arch�tecture that reflects the prest�ge of the old Republ�c, wh�le vendors collect the
rema�n�ng seafood and produce for the day.

Your gu�de w�ll embark on a magn�f�cent tour of St Mark's Bas�l�ca and the Palace of
the Dukes, reveal�ng the beauty, secrets, and h�story of Ven�ce. Ins�de the Doge's
Palace, you'll enter the Sala del Cons�gl�o de� D�ec�, or Ten Counc�l, a secret court
respons�ble for the secret pol�ce of the republ�c. Elegant wooden panels are be�ng
replaced by str�k�ng dep�ct�ons of L�ghtn�ng Throw�ng Jup�ter aga�nst V�ces drawn by
master art�st Veronese.
Accommodat�on
Meals: Breakfast

DAY 9 Ven�ce – Cru�se the Venet�an Lagoon for Ins�ght �nto Famous
Islands
In the morn�ng, rows of gondolas w�ll walk �n cold water at Bac�no Orseolo, near the
domes of St.Mark's Bas�l�ca. After breakfast, your gu�de w�ll meet you at your hotel
and take you on a class�c Venet�an Lagoon tour, v�s�t�ng the famous �slands of Murano,

            



Burano and Torcello. Once you arr�ve on the �sland of Murano, you w�ll not�ce that the
sett�ng �s more l�ke a smaller Ven�ce. The �sland stood out �n the 13th century when the
Doge drove all of �ts glassblow�ng craftsmen from Ven�ce for fear of f�re.

The Bas�l�ca of St. Mary and St. Donatus decorates the central square, wh�le g�lded
Byzant�ne mosa�cs from the 7th century adorn the floor. You'll meet an art�sanal glass
blower for a demonstrat�on of how to create gorgeous artworks from small vases to
large f�xtures. As the craftsman uses a comb�nat�on of heat, a�r and mold�ng
techn�ques to shape the molten glass to h�s w�ll, the heat from the furnace w�ll f�ll the
room and h�ghl�ght a sk�ll once adm�red all over the world for the un�que Venet�an style.
Accommodat�on
Meals: Breakfast

DAY 10 Ven�ce – Depart for Home
When the  morn�ng returns to Ven�ce �n the morn�ng, the shops w�ll open the�r doors
and reveal elaborate and elegant showcases that capture the culture of the c�ty �n the
lagoon. Carn�val's trad�t�onal masks can glow �n the l�ght, and cafes w�ll set up tables
and cha�rs along the water's edge to allow customers to watch the gondolas flow�ng
by. Vendors at R�alto Market are on the farm �sland of St. They w�ll come back
represent�ng the�r fresh produce brought from Erasmo. After breakfast, your pr�vate
transfer would meet you �n your hotel lobby to escort you to Marco Polo A�rport where
you w�ll board your plane.
Meals: Breakfast

            


